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THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


e Application of: Fitzgerald 


Serial No. 


Date Filed: 


9/730.414 


December 4, 2000 


Attorney 
Docket No. 

Group 
Unit: 

Examiner: 


131935/FMC029 


Art 


RECEIVED 

MAR 2 7 2003 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 


For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers on 
Offshore Structures 

Box DAC 

Attention: Office of Petitions 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT 
ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(b) 

Dear Sir: 

The above-identified application appears to have became abandoned for failure to file a 
Response to the Notice of Missing Parts dated January 18, 2001. Official notification of 
abandonment has not been received. 

APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION 

Note: A grantable petition requires the following items: 

(1) Petition Fee 

(2) Reply and/or Issue Fee 

(3) Terminal Disclaimer with Disclaimer Fee - required for all utility and 
plant applications filed before June 8, 1995; and 

(4) Statement that the entire delay was unintentional 

1. Petition Fee 


□ Small Entity - fee S (37 CFR 1.17(m)). 

I I Small Entity Statement enclosed herewith. 
O Small Entity Statement previously filed. 
K Other than small entity - fee $1300 (37 CFR 1.1 7(m)) 


Nature of the Abandonment 

The information is being submitted promptly after applicant has learned of the 

abandonment on the basis of: 03/36/2003 BHBUYEHi 00000046 09730414 

01 FC:1453 1300.00 OP 


HOU:2 134685.1 


I I The Notice of Abandonment in the communication from the PTO mailed 

which stated that the case became abandoned due to a: 

I | failure to pay the issue fee within the 3 month period from the date of the 

notice of allowance required by 37 CFR § 1.316. 
I | failure to pay the balance of the issue fee within 3 months from the date of 
notification of the deficiency as required by 37 CFR § 1.317. 
|~H the undersigned has reviewed his/her records and noted that the issue fee for this 
application was not timely paid. 

I | A Reply to our September 17, 2002 Status Inquiry Letter. 

j^<] A telephone conference with Ms. Diane Matthews on March 10, 2003 who was 
authorized on February 5, 2003 to inspect the subject file on my behalf. After a 
thorough review, she reports that Patent Staff in the OIPE office informed her 
that the subject case was designated for abandonment for failure to file the 
Inventor's Declaration. 

Promptness of This Submission 

This petition is being filed: 

I I within 2 months after the applicant was first notified of abandonment, 
namely the Notice of Abandonment mailed by the PTO on . 

£3 within 1 year of the date of abandonment. Applicant did not receive any 
Notice of Abandonment communication from the PTO. 

Submission 

Submitted herewith is: 

^1 A copy of our docket record for the subject case which records all official 


actions and corresponding responses. 

3 A copy of the file jacket for the subject case identifying logged entries for 


actions. 

1^1 A copy of our full docket record which details all entries within the time 
frame in question. 

^1 A copy of the Attorney's Change of Address and its accompanying 
postcard acknowledging Patent Office receipt. 
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HOU:2 134685.1 
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[Xl A copy of the Information Disclosure Statement filed on January 17, 2001 
as well as the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement filed on May 31, 2001 and 
its accompanying postcard acknowledging Patent Office receipt. 

A. Reply and/or Fee 

B. The reply and/or fee to the above-noted Office Action in the form of : 
Response to Missing Parts (identify type of reply): 

I I Has been previously filed on . 

No further communication has been received from the Patent Office 

indicating 

Is enclosed herewith. 

C. The issue fee of $ 


I I Has been previously paid on t 

I I Is enclosed herewith. 

6. Terminal Disclaimer with Disclaimer Fee 

[X] Since this utility/plant application was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no 
terminal disclaimer is required. 

I I A Terminal Disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1.20(d)) of $ for a 

small entity or $ for other than a small entity) disclaiming a period 

equivalent to the period of abandonment is enclosed herewith (see PTO/SB/63). 

5. Statement 

Attached hereto is a statement attesting to procedures referred to above based on: 
1^1 personal knowledge 

1^1 a showing believed to be satisfactory to the Commissioner 

The Notice of Missing Pails requiring a response was misfiled due to staffing turnover 
and the recent merger and relocation of Mayor, Day, Caldwell & Keeton into Andrews & 
Kurth. The Notice of Abandonment was not received. Our patent service agent, Diane 
Matthews, communicated the case status to our office. A review of our file records was 
conducted and the original Notice of Missing Parts was located. Attached is a showing 
establishing non receipt of a PTO communication which includes a copy of our docket 
record where the abandonment communication would have been entered had it been 
received and docketed. The file jacket has been reviewed and searched and our docket 


HOU:2!34685.1 


records indicate that the PTO Communication on the Notice of Abandonment was not 
received. This statement is being submitted in accordance with 37 USC § 151. 

Applicant further encloses the signed Inventor's Declaration and Response to Missing 
Parts to complete the outstanding formality requirements in connection with the subject 
file. 

6. Request 

Applicant respectfully requests that this Petition for Revival be granted as submitted by 
the undersigned. 


Respectfully submitted, 



Andrews & Kurth, L.L.P. 
600 Travis, Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002-2778 
713/220-4728 (office) 
713/238-7343 (facsimile) 
Customer No. 23,444 

Date: , 2003 
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INVENTOR -TfoKrt 


SERIAL NO. 


assignee FnrtfL f r>f prwa^ 


ASSIGNMENT RECORDED. 


-REEL. 


.FRAME. 


OFFICE ACTIONS 


AMENDMENTS 


ALLOWED _ 


PATENT NO._ 


_FINAL FEE PAID_ 
.DATE 


Date: March 24, 2003 


Case Tracking System 

Case History Report 


US Patent Case 


Case Number: 131935B/FM029 
Client: FMC TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 


Status: Pending 


Appl. Serial No: 9/730.414 


Filing Date: 12/4/2000 


Title: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers on Offshore Structures 

Attorney Id: BUSG Primary Attorney Id: None Administrator Id: EVET 


Item 

Due 

Completed 

Application Filing 


12/4/2000 

Filing Postcard 

1/4/2001 

Received 

IDS Postcard 

2/17/2001 

Received 

Assignment Postcard 

2/18/2001 

Received 

Filing Receipt 

3/4/2001 

1/25/2001 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3/4/2001 

1/17/2001 

Assignment Filing 

-4/4/2001 

1/18/2001 

Assignment Recording 

4/18/2001 

1/22/2001 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

8/25/2001 

5/30/2001 

file status inquiry - USA 

7/5/2002 

9/1 1/2002 

await postcard re status inquiry - USA 

10/16/2002 

9/30/2002 

await pto response re status - USA 

12/23/2002 
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Jl^iyor, Day, Caldwell & Keeton, L.L^^ 
Case Tracking System 

Case History Report 


Date: December 4, 2000 


EPatent Case 

Case Number: 455610.29 Status: Converted 

Application Serial Number: 60/169.438 Filing Date: 12/7/1999 

Attorney Id: BUSG Administrator Id: EVET 

Title: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers on Offshore Structures 

BRJ Reference: FMC029/66.12265 

Item Due Completed 

Application Filing 12/4/00 

Filing Postcard 1/4/2001 

Information Disclosure Statement 3/4/2001 \ I f 

Filing Receipt 3/4/2001 

Assignment Filing 4/4/2001 //L 
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MAYdd^AY, CALDWELL & KEET^L.L.P. 

Case Tracking System 

Case History Report 


Date: December 7, 1999 


Patent Case 

Case Number: 455610.29 Status: Pending 

Application Serial Number: Filing Date: 12/7/1999 

Attorney Id: BUSG Administrator Id: EVET 

Title: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers on Offshore Structures 

FMC029/66.12265 

Item Due Completed 

Application Filing 12/7/99 

Filing Postcard 1/7/2000 

Filing Receipt 3/7/2000 

Assignment Filing 4/7/2000 

6 mos foreign filing reminder - USA 6/7/2000 

9 mos foreign filing reminder - USA 9/7/2000 

File Regular Application 12/7/2000 

Foreign Filing 12/7/2000 
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On the date stamped h 

Patent and Trademark o'S *' f °" 0Win8 Was i» the v7. 


Applicant: 
Assign e: 
Filing D^te; 


Serial 
Title: 



□ Transmittal Letter 
O Application 

° Declarato ^pcST 9 . D/ **"et J3 Petition for 


Attorney's Docket No.: FMC029/131935 


PATENT 


IN THE UNITED STATED PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re application of: Fitzgerald 


Serial No. 


9/730.414 


Group No.: 


Filed: 


March 24, 1999 


Examiner: 


For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers 
on Offshore Structures 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
Under 37 CFR1.8 


Date of Deposit: 


September 17, 2002 


I hereby certify that this correspondence containing: 
1. Status Inquiry 

on the date shown indicated above is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, DC 2023 1 . 



Theresa M. Evenbly, CLAS l 
Paralegal to James L. Jackson, Esq. 
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Attorney's Docket No.: FMC029/131935 


PATENT 


IN THE UNITED STATED PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re application of: Fitzgerald 

Serial No. 9/730.414 

Filed: March 24, 1999 

For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers 
on Offshore Structures 


Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Group No.: 
Examiner: 


STATUS INQUIRY 

1. More than 12 months have passed since 
NEW APPLICATIONS 

the filing of this application on December 4, 2000 . 

No communication has been received from the Patent and Trademark Office 
indicating action on this application. 

□ AMENDED APPLICATIONS 
the filing of a response on 

No further communication has been received from the Patent and Trademark 
Office. 

□ APPEALED APPLICATION 

The Appeal Brief was filed on . 

(check and complete application items below). 

f~~1 An Examiner's Answer was mailed on . 

Q A Reply to the Examiner's Answer was submitted on . 

□ ALLOWED APPLICATIONS 

the mailing of FORM POL-327 and/or Examiner's Amendment on . 

(Status Inquiry [9-3] - page 1 of 2 


2. Kindly advise the undersigned of the present status of this application, by checking the 
appropriate box on the next page. A stamped return-address envelope is provided. 

NOTE: Status Inquiries should not be submitted for: 

NEW applications until a reasonable period after the Official Gazette indicates that the filing date of the "oldest new 
case" awaiting action in the group to which the application is assigned, is subsequent to the filing date of the 
application, or 

AMENDED applications within six (6) months after the filing of a response to which no reply from the PTO has been 
received, or ALLOWED applications where a notice of allowance is not received within three (3) months from the 
receipt of either a Form PTOL-327 or an Examiner s Amendment 

See Notice of November 24, 1971 (893 O.G, 810). 


Respectfully submitted, 



Andrews & Kurth, L.L.P. 
600 Travis, Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002-2778 
713/220-4728 (office) 
713/238-7343 (facsimile 


Date: 



,2002 


(Status Inquiry [9-3] - page 2 of 2 


Attorney's Docket No.: FMC029/131935 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATED PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: Fitzgerald 

Serial No. 9/730.414 Group No. 

Filed: December 4, 2000 Examiner: 

For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers 
on Offshore Structures 

STATUS INQUIRY REPLY 

APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 9/730.414 IS CURRENTLY 

□ ASSIGNED TO GROUP AND AWAITS: 

ACTION BY THE EXAMINER. 

□ APPLICANT'S RESPONSE TO THE OFFICE ACTION 
MAILED IS BEING CONSIDERED. 

APPEAL NO. 


□ AWAITING ACTION BY THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS 
AND INTERFERENCES. 

□ DATE OF HEARING EXPECTED 


□ DECISION EXPECTED 


Tel. No.: 

type or print name of USPTO Representative 

Date: • 


(Status Inquiry [9-3] - page 3 of 2 


m 

ATTY DOCKETNO. 131935B/FMC029/66.12265 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: FITZGERALD 

Serial No.: 9/730.414 

Date Filed: 12/4/2000 

For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for 
Risers on Offshore Structures 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


Change Of Attorney's 

Dear Sir: 

Please send all future correspondence for 

Gary L. Bush, Esq. 
Andrews & Kurth 
600 Travis, Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002-2778 
713/220-4726 (telephone) 
713/238-7343 (facsimile) 
gbush@akllp.com 


Group No. 


Examiner: 
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this application to the address below: 


Respectfully submitted, 



Gary L. Biish 
Registration No. 27,423 


Date: June 6, 2002 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: Fitzgerald, et al 


Serial No.: 
Date Filed: 


9/730.414 
December 4, 2000 


For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers on 
Offshore Structures 


Atty Docket 
No. 


FMC029/ 
455610.29 


Group No.: 3672 


Examiner: 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
Under 37 CFR 1.8 


Date of Deposit: May 31, 2001 


I hereby certify that this correspondence containing: 


1 . Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

2. Form PTO 1449 and accompanying references 

3 . Copy of Search Report from PCT counterpart case 

4. No fees are believed to be due in connection with this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement, however, should any fees be deemed necessary for any reason, 
the Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Deposit Account No. 
50-0897. 

on the date shown indicated above is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Washington, DC 20231. ~ 




Theresa M. Evenbly, CLAS 
Certified Legal Assistant 
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ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. FMC029/455610.29 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of: Fitzgerald, et al. 


Serial No.: 


Date Filed: 


09/730.414 


December 4, 2000 


For: Collapsible Buoyancy Device for Risers on 
Offshore Structures 


Group No.: 3672 


Examiner: 


RECEIVED 

MAR 2 7 2003 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 


SUPPLEMENTAL 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the listed 
document required by 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2) is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. The 
document listed herein is a document which may be relevant to the examination of the above 
application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), (h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1), Applicant hereby certifies that each item of 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from 
a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the present statement, as evidenced by the date of the enclosed International Search Report. 


f ::ODMA\PCDOCS\HOUSTO>M15081\1 [ 

/ 


# 


No fees are believed to be due in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, however, should any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 - 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason 
relating to these materials, the Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from 
our Deposit Account No. 50-0897 (455849.75/SOF075). 


Mayor, Day, Caldwell & Keeton, L.LP. 
700 Louisiana, Suite 1900 
Houston, Texas 77002-2778 
713/225.7106 (office) 
7 1 3/225-7047 (facsimile) 


Respectfully submitted, 



Registration No. 20,791 



,2001 


f::ODMA\PCDOCS\HOUSTON\815081\l f 


Please type a plus (+) inside this box 


Under the Paperwork Reductic 


PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651 -0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
i Act of 1 995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 


[Substitute for form 1449A/PTO] 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Page 1 of 2 


[Complete if Known] 


Applicati n Number: 
Filing Date: 
First Named Inventor: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner Name: 
Attorney Docket No.: 


9/730.414 
December 4, 2000 

Fitzgerald, et al 

3672 

FMC029/455610.29 


Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No. 1 

U. S. Patent 
Document 

Number/ Kind 
Code 

Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 

Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YY 

Pages, Columns, 
Lines Where 
Relevant Figures 
Appear 



3,858,401 


Watkins 

01-07-1975 




3,855,656 


Blenkam 

12-24-1974 




4,234,047 


Mott 

11-18-1980 




4,634,314 


Pierce 

01-06-1987 




5,046,896 


Cole 

09-10-1991 




6,004,074 


Shanks 

12-21-1999 



















































■ 






' fcFfiFix/FrJ 


Examiner 
Signature 


Date 

Considered: 


MAR 2 7 ?lti' 


•Eiaminer: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line^pp^pt^p^rr^Q^g 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 UninueciUtio* designation number. 2 See attached kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the *£*ttoei>fa 
™ For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the senal ^ 

d^erT 2 i Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WTPO Standard ST. 16 rfposs.ble. 6 Apphcint u to place a 
check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to Uke 2.0 hour, to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the l^^^J^TT^ 
on *e ami. of time you are required to complete this form should be sen. to the Chief Irforrnation Officer Patent and Tradema* Office "g£n, D.C. 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. D.C. 20231. 
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'Please type a plus (+) inside this box _ 


FTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10731/99. OMB065 1-0031 
J Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 


[Substitute for form 1449A/PTO] 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Page 2 of 2 


[Complete if Known] 


AppUcati n Number: 
Filing Bate: 
First Named Inventor: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner Name: 
Attorney Docket No.: 


9/730.414 
December 4, 2000 
Fitzgerald, et al 
3672 

FMC029/455610.29 


Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No.l 

Foreign Patent Document 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 

Date of 
Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YY 

Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant 
Figures Appear 

T2 

Office/Number/Kind Code 






































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 4 

Cite 
No. 1 

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when 
applicable), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), 
date page(s), volume-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country where published. 

T2 


























Examiner 
Signature: 


Date 

Considered: 


* EXAMINER: Initial if referenced considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, D C. 20231. DO NOT SENT FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C 20231. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

. From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


To: GARY L. BUSH 

MAYOR, DAY, CALDWELL & KEETON. L.L.P. 
700 LOUISIANA, SUITE 1900 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002-2778 

PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
455610.29/FM 

FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 

International application No. 
PCT/US00/32913 

International filing date 
(day /month/year) 

04 DECEMBER 2000 

Applicant 
FMC CORPORATION 


The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

□ The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article I7(2Xa) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 


3. 


[ | w «*h regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
I 1 applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

1 | no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. If 
the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis 1 and 90 bis 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase before 
all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the priority 
date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile No. (703) 305-3230 

Authorized officer ( . 

FREDERICK L. LAGMAN f ^iQl/FJ^\J^j£^ jb~ 

Telephone No. (703) 305-7456 


Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 1998)* 


(See notes on accompanying sheet) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 


Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
455610.29/FM 

FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

International application No. 
PCT/US00/32913 

International filing date (day /month/year) 
04 DECEMBER 2000 

(Earliest) Priority Date (day/monlh/year) 
07 DECEMBER 1999 

Applicant 

FMC CORPORATION 


This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of sheets. 

It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 


1. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 

language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 

was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 


□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 


filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished. 


Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 
With regard to the title, 

| x| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

j j the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 


5. With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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